
Pastor’s page: Prayer and Sunday Worship -"I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall 
be always in my mouth.” Psalm 34  

      Is not all of life a liturgy? 
      In fact, there ought to be no separation between the practical activities and decisions of 
daily life, and our relationship with God and the spiritual life. Prayer is not a small 
compartment of our life. Prayer, our openness of heart and mind to God, is meant to pervade 
every moment of every day. Our lives are a prayer - a liturgy.  
      The world is the face of God, and all day long we walk over it, but do we recognize the 
Lord? 
      Both the Bible and tradition of Christianity give us an understanding of reality that 
encounters the living God everywhere. That spiritual encounter leads us to praise and 
thanksgiving and adoration. When Moses encounters God on the top of Mount Sinai in the 
Book of Exodus 3, he is told to take off his shoes because the ground on which he stands is 
holy. But as the narrative unfolds, it becomes clear that God cannot be tied to any one place, 
neither a mountaintop nor the Temple in Jerusalem. The entire world, the ground on which 
we stand is holy, because God is everywhere and not only in places designated for worship. 
Our L.I. poet Walt Whitman got it right: “Every cubic inch of space is a miracle” from his 
poem, Miracles. 

      Faith filled Catholics, we gather each Sunday in a Holy Place, with capital letters, a building 
made Holy by the Holy people who worship in it! A Holy Building, St. Kilian Church, dedicated 
exclusively to worship and praise of God. We gather to pray, called by the Holy Spirit within 
and among us, not as individuals alone, but as a community of believers, saved by the blood 
of Christ. God desires us to express our love as a church community, in response to His love. 
As people blest by God, we need listen to God’s love story in the Scriptures and respond in 
celebration. “Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.” (Exodus 20. 8)  

      Few of us may have the poet’s heart or imagination. We have difficulty in recognizing the 
presence of God and the holiness of people, places and events. Because we do not live in a 
monastery, we have to make a special effort like Moses on the mountaintop, to take off our 
shoes and be open to the experience of holiness. When we gather as God’s people for prayer, 
our prayer is loud and clear- full of the joy God gives us in being loved by the Creator of the 
universe. Our song ought to make a World Series game at Yankee Stadium seem mellow in 
comparison! 

       After we have fed on God’s word and Christ’s body and blood, the Eucharist sends us 
forth as a church on Mission – outreach and inclusion. Like Jesus, we are fully engaged in the 
effort to redeem the world from sin and deprivation. War and poverty, and the other evils 
that dehumanize people are our enemy. We are filled with hope because God has assured us 
of victory ultimately; a victory revealed in the resurrection of Christ from the dead and his 



promise that we shall all live forever. In the meantime, we have a task to accomplish, 
cooperating with the Holy Spirit; furthering the kingdom of God until the Lord returns. Our St. 
Kilian Mission Statement reflects this welcome and outreach. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 

 

 


